BENCHMARKS -

ERWIN XL

Podvin Composite Modellbau's new 3m all-carbon sailplane not only looks great - it

performs brilliantly too
Flying?

As this is what you want to read about first, &©
rmakes sensa to start with a taste of what this
model's all about from the outset, so let’s cut to
the chase! The Ervan XL is very fast - exquisitely
smooth and has impeccable manners, retains its
energy very well, but with a benign and very
pleasant soft stall. The crow brakes are of the
barn door variety and the roll rate is blistering for
a dimetre glider. As a thermal machine, the
Erwin XL is plenty capable. Fown from the slops
it’s an absolute hoot, making any half decant piat
look good and s certainly strong enough to O/5
and, indeed, fast enough to race, as you'll read
later. For me the Erwin XL ticks all the boses, so
if thes sounds Bke your sort. of s hundred quids’
worth - read on!

Austria’s Podvin Composite Modelibaw' named
two superb alkcarbon ghders Erwin - their Erwin
D5 and this very fancy Iooking Erwin XL

Podvin say that, frorm the first pencil line o the
finished product, whitst computer aided, invoived
extensive practcal work, with a series of tests
ivohing fight data analysis from onboard log-
gers. CNC cutters and mifing machines evertus:
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Iy spit out the moulds, after which there remaing
a deal of hand finishing work before a machine is
sales-ready!

http: /A perm.at,/ english /index2 . htm
shows the curment PCM ne-up, which, when last
checked, stated delvery time for the BErwin XL as
wo to three months, which i the allmoulded
glider world s considered reasonable! Hand-built
creations like this Erwin XL cannot be produced
along autarmatead lines - this is bespoke tailoring
rather than off the peg wear and, to quslfy that,
a few awotic racing machines have a baoyesar
waiting list, which | have to say s ludcrous, given
that many potential customers will deft away to
helicopters, or maybe macrame by then!

PC's abilty to produce & first class compos-
ite aeroplane isn't open to question, but shipping
from Austria to Wales (via Yorkshire] unfortunate-
y proved a challenge too far, with cne wing panel
looking as thowgh a bunch of Millwall supporters
had givan it & good shoaing alang the wey! Oh
‘bather’, | mused gently. but those nice cheps at
TE8Hobbyeport ordered a new panel from the fac-
tory, unfortunately puttang this review back a
while.

Where's the meat?

The first thing you notice is how incredibly bght
things are, despite the rockhard carbon surface
finish. Unlike most lenups, sobd carbon is highly

dent resistant, which pays dividands in the long
term over sandwich mouldings. The design of the
*L 15 full of novel touchas, such as an aternative
wing fiing rmethod using tape, which is a briliant-
hy simple and much proven crashworthy alterna-
tive to the four bolt fixing choice also incorporst-
ed in this one's construction. A onepiece fuse-
lage = ermployed, expressly formed to stand a b
of tent pegging action if your landings tand to ba
like that, which, along with a host of finer paints,
sugpests from the outset that this ane has been
tharoughly thought out!

For your six hundred quid, or thereabouts
then, you get & bwopiece full carbon wing, fully
hinged and finished, & onepiece bolt on Veatai,
similarty prepared, a twopiece fusalage [maore
about. which later], two carbon poiners and threa
aternative steel joiners, including an extra large
one for ballast of up to three pounds! You also
get six moulded servo covers, a set of ply parts
far the radio fit and, last but not least, a semk
regsonsble set of instructons,

Radio fit

Selact your servos - you nead s - two for rud-
dervators’ and four for the wings. The recorm-
mended Hitec HS 5125 digitals are fine for the
wings, but suggesting the rather puny HS 55 as
the tail fit, regardiess of PCM's rigorous testing,
didn't do it for me and | chose HS B2MGs, which







